INTRODUCTORY

tessori's idea of freedom for individual development,
partly to the fact that Montessori's writing is less ob-
scure, less tinged with mysticism than that of Froebel,
but principally to the fact that Montessori was able to
demonstrate how her principles could be applied, in
some measure at least, to our large infants5 classes.

In the Frdebelian school the unit of teaching is the
group of eight to ten children; in the Montessori school
the unit of teaching is the individual child. It was easier
for a teacher in charge of a class of fifty children to
plan work that could be done by a child alone than to
supervise and teach, single-handed, several groups of
children, still obliged to work in rooms furnished with
desks arranged for class teaching.

The Application of Montessori's Ideas in
Infants' Schools

The effect of Montcssori's teaching can be seen in
varying ways in our Infants' Schools. What seems to
have been very generally understood and applied is the
conception of physical freedom, for children now move
about the classroom, and indeed the whole school, with
freedom. The wasteful and laborious method of forming
ranks to march in and out of school has been replaced
by a natural, but still orderly, way of leaving or entering
a building. Physical training shows a marked improve-
ment in the freedom and joyousncss of the games and
simple exercises, while some Infants' Schools have gone
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